Welcome to English 9 Honors!
Ms.  Knappenberger
Email- allknappenberger@spsk12.net
Website- www.misskenglish.com
Blog- www.mskenglishclass.com
File submission- www.edmodo.com
Room 203

Course Description:
The purpose of the 9th grade honors curriculum is to promote an understanding of life’s big questions and the various ways people have tried to answer them.  You will survey many different types of writing and write your own pieces that help you understand the questions. To help you focus on each question, the course is organized into four thematic units.

Texts students should purchase for the course:
How to Read Literature like a Professor- Thomas Foster
A Tree Grows in Brooklyn- Betty Smith  
Anthem- Ayn Rand (school copies-do not need to purchase)
Animal Farm- George Orwell (school copies- do not need to purchase)
**Bonus Text- 7 Habits of Highly Effective Teens- Sean Covey (see me for project outline)

Course Readings:
Unit 1- The Nature of Maturation and Growth- Summer Reading project due
Short story selections- Elements of Literature text.
A Tree Grows in Brooklyn- Betty Smith
Grammar- Parts of speech review, revising, and editing
Research-Background information on MLA documentation
Writing- Personal narrative- Multiple prompt choices.
First Nine Weeks Exam-Multiple choice, Short Essay and Essay portion

Unit 2- The Nature of the Universe
Poetry selections and Epic Poetry- Background information
“The Odyssey”, by Homer and Mythology Selections
Grammar- Agreement and Revision Techniques
Writing- Expository writing- Multiple prompt choices
1st Semester Independent Reading due
Midterm Exam- Multiple choice, Short Essay and Essay portion

Unit 3- The Nature of Love
Drama survey- “Trifles” “The Glass Menagerie” and other plays
Shakespeare’s “Tragedy of Romeo and Juliet”
Grammar- Sentence structure and revision techniques continued
Writing- Informative writing Mini research- Multiple prompt choices
Third Nine Weeks Exam- Multiple choice, Short Essay and Essay portion

Unit 4- The Nature of Evil and Control
Novel Unit
Animal Farm, by George Orwell
Anthem, by Ayn Rand
Grammar- Punctuation, commonly confused words, parallel structure
Writing- Literary Analysis based on novels read (in MLA)
2nd Semester Independent Reading project due
Final Exam- Multiple choice, Short Essay and Essay portion


Teaching and Learning Goals:
The fundamental goals of this course are for you to learn to listen well, to communicate effectively and to value your own and other people’s voices.  This course will also prepare students for further honors and AP courses as well as college courses.

Course Details:
Materials:
You need a three ring binder with college rules paper that will be collected and checked for notes, and organization at the end of each 9 weeks. You will receive handouts and packets, which you should keep in your binder for easy reference. You may clear out your notebook at the end of each unit, but please save your work for a cumulative final exam review.

Class work and Class participation:
Class work includes whole-class, group, partner and individual work.

Each quarter, participation counts for approximately six to eight percent of your grade. This grade is based on how much you contribute to class discussions and group work. I also expect to see genuine interest, curiosity and willingness to engage in the material.

Homework:
Homework is a way for you to better understand the course work; thorough completion of homework will bring you greater success with tests, essays and projects. I will check homework during class, and you will only receive credit if you adequately complete the assignment. Absent work is expected to be made up within five days of your return to school. Your final homework grade will result from the amount of homework assignments that you completed. 

Homework for each day is posted on my website: www.misskenglish.com.  I also post information on the blog available for students to discuss topics for bonus points: www.mskenglishclass.com 

Final Grades:
ests/Major Projects  40%
Quizzes/Short Term Projects  30%
Class Work (daily) 20%
Homework (daily) 10%

Minimum amount of work per each 9 weeks:
Tests/Major Projects:   3
Quizzes/Short Term Projects:  5
Class Work:   8
Homework:   7

Attendance and Make-Up Work:
Regular attendance is necessary for success in this course. If you are absent from class, it is your responsibility to contact me and/or check my website to find out the make-up work.  After school tutoring is conducted on Monday’s from 2:15-3:30pm in room 203 or during my planning block 

I expect you to hand in assignments on time. I will deduct 10 percentage points from your grade for each day that an assignment is late. If you are in school during a test, in-class essay, or quiz without an excused absence, you will receive a zero for that assignment. I realize that you have extenuating circumstances or concerns in your personal life. If I speak with you or your guidance counselor about a personal issue, I can make exceptions to the late policy. It is your responsibility, however, to contact me about an issue. 

Classroom Rules:
1. Respect your own intellect and ability to succeed.
2. Respect everyone in the class. This includes listening while others speak and valuing the backgrounds, ideas and personal choices of others.
3. You may not use cell phones or iPods in class.  If I see any part of a cell phone or mp3 player I must confiscate as per school rules. 
4. Follow the guidelines for Academic Integrity. We will review them in class, and they are outlined in the Student Handbook. 

Any of the following consequences may be used if you choose not to follow the rules:
1.  Letter sent home to parent or guardian
2. Phone call to parent or guardian
3. After school detention
4. Referral to assistant principals.  

Rewards for appropriate behavior include the following:
1.  Positive phone call home
2. Positive letter sent home to parent or guardian
3. Prize box
4. Candy bag
5. Bonus points
6. Homework pass
Make the best choices, work your hardest, and participate fully and I am looking forward to a great year with all of you!
------------------------------------------Cut Here and Return to Ms. K--------------------------------------------Dear parents:
Throughout the year we will be watching movie versions of novels we read that enhance the reading and writing curriculum.  The school requires permission from parents to allow students to view the movies.  Please sign below to grant your students permission or no permission to watch these movies.  Students who cannot view the movies will be given alternate assignments to develop their learning as well.
_____ I give permission		_____ I do not give permission
Parent/Guardian Signature________________________________________________________

Dear Parents and Guardians:
Throughout the year students will be responsible for providing their own materials for class such as paper a binder and writing utensils.  Please check with your student to make sure they have the necessities to perform and achieve in class.  Also, homework will be assigned almost every night and will be posted on the class website:  www.misskenglish.com.  I would suggest making sure your student has the appropriate work completed to ensure they earn the grade they deserve for the work they have put forth.  
My tutoring day is Monday after school at which time an after-school bus runs and can provide transportation if the parent or guardian cannot.   I suggest students who are struggling or possibly lack the study skills at this point stay after and complete their work at that point.  I have found that staying afterschool to finish homework helps many students in their overall grade.
I appreciate all of your help and look forward to meeting with you at Open House and parent- teacher conferences.  I will post all news and updates online on my website and will try to update as many parents/guardians as possible by email.  I understand that technical issues may arise and family emergencies occur therefore I urge students and/or their guardians to make me aware of these occurrences.  I will always take into consideration these times and make accommodations when necessary.
This year will be difficult but not over any students abilities as long as they work hard and dedicate themselves to their own education and take responsibility for their learning.  I am excited and thrilled to be working with your student this year.  Thank you very much for your help and encouragement!  

Student’s Signature___________________________________________
Parent’s Signature ____________________________________________  

****Please return this page as well as the movie permission slip for your first homework grade by ____________________.  Three hole punch the remaining syllabus and place it as the first page in your three ring binder****
