Vocabulary Detective
Bonus Opportunity
Description:  

Step 1-  Divide the word into prefix, root, and suffix—not syllables. Not all words have prefixes and suffixes, but some will have more than one prefix or suffix. (use this opportunity on a word that does contain prefixes and suffixes)

Step 2-  Find the meaning of each part of the word.  You are looking for the history of the word. "What language was this word before it became English?" This research can be challenging.  

Step 3- Do a quick draw of the concept of the word, not the definition. A picture of the definition of pedestrian is a person walking. A picture of the concept could be a foot.
Step 4-  Establish a connection among words. Find at least  words with the same root. You can usually do this by looking on the same dictionary page as your word.  So investigating inconceivable is led to the related words receive, conceive and conceivability. 
[image: http://www.nwp.org/Images/pubs/quarterly/2002no3/inconceivable.gif]











On a computer sheet of paper, construction paper, or a 4x6 note card:
· Write the root of the word in capital letters in red in the middle of the card. Draw an arrow and write the meaning of the root and the language of its origin. 
· Write the prefix in black to the left of the root. Draw an arrow and write the meaning of the prefix. 
· Write the suffix in blue to the right of the root. Draw an arrow and write the meaning of the suffix. 
· In the lower left corner, write at least 2 words with the same root. 
· Put your quick draw in the lower right of the card. 
· [image: http://www.nwp.org/Images/pubs/quarterly/2002no3/geologist.gif]Write the author's definition and part of speech at the top of the card. 
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