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What Every 9th Grader Needs to Know about 
ADJECTIVES & ADVERBS
Adjectives and Adverbs are the only two modifiers in the English Language.
	Hint:  Modify means “to change”


Adjectives only modify nouns.
The friendly dog     V.S.     The vicious dog.
The adjective modifiers change the type of dog (dog=noun).

Adjectives can be found in only two positions in a sentence.
a. An adjective is usually between a determiner and a noun (d+adj+noun).
Example: The big dog
b. An adjective is sometimes after a linking verb. If it is after the verb, the
    adjective must describe the noun phrase in front of the verb.
Example: The dog is big.
TEST FRAMES:
a. The __________ shirt (d+adj+n)
b. It seems ______. (use after a linking verb)

Hint:  Some of the common suffix endings for adjective are -ble, -ous, -al, -ic.
Examples: valuable, generous, usual, frantic

DIRECTION:  First, Underline the adjectives in each sentence.  Second:
	Put a ‘1’ over the word if it tells WHICH ONE.
	Put a ‘2’ over the word if it tells HOW MANY.
	Put a ‘3’ over the word if it tells WHAT KIND.
Ex) Th1ese t2wo blue3berry pies are going to the cou3nty fair. 
1. The city zoo has two new elephants. 
2. There are four pear trees in the orchard. 
3. The dog found a red ball in the park. 
4. That little old man is my grandfather. 
5. I want to ride the old, slow mare. 
6. He saw a bright, shiny star in the sky. 
7. Do you want that black kitten? 
ADVERBS There are thousands of adverbs, so you must learn to identify them.
Definition:  Adverbs modify, or change the meaning, of verbs, adjectives, or adverbs.
Hint: adverbs work mostly with verbs, but sometimes with adjectives or other adverbs.
In other words, any word that changes the meaning of a verb, an
adjective, or an adverb MUST be an adverb.
Examples:
The test was finished quickly. (“quickly” changes the meaning of the verb “finished”)
It was an extremely easy test. (“extremely” changes the meaning of the adj. “easy”)
Mrs. Knappenberger’s tests are seldom quickly finished. (“seldom” changes the meaning of the adverb “quickly”)

Adverbs can go almost anywhere in a sentence. They have no set position.
TEST FRAME: (He walked ___________ .)
There are three major kinds of adverbs. Some books call them adverbials.
· Adverb of manner (how) Example: He walked slowly.
· Adverb of time (when) Example: He walked yesterday.
· Adverb of place (where) Example: He walked home.

Identifying:  Usually words that end in the suffix -ly are adverbs.
· The key to identifying adverbs is to remember that if a word answers the questions how, when, or where to a verb, an adjective, or an adverb, it must be an adverb.
· Words that answer to what extent: too, very, not, seldom.
DIRECTIONS:  Circle the adverb in each of the following sentences:
1. Yesterday Sally went grocery shopping.
2. Will came late to class.
3. John quietly walked into the room.
4. Emily often goes to the mall.
5. Kate is always quiet. 
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