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2011-2012 Academic Term
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California University of Pennsylvania 2008

     B.S.ED Secondary Education English 

     Minor  Literature

Edinboro University of Pennsylvania 2010

     M. Ed Reading/Reading Specialist




Email:   allknappenberger@spsk12.net


Class Website:  www.misskenglish.com

Hello, and welcome back from what I presume was a peaceful and relaxing respite from the rigors of the 2010-2011 academic term.  I am thrilled and excited to share our classroom as we embark on a journey through written history and fantasy.
COURSE DESCRIPTION
With the use of literature, the English course is designed to introduce and foster reading, analyzing, critiquing, writing, and communicating skills.  Throughout this course, students will investigate and present their findings to large, small and single audiences.  We will apply electronic and print sources to aid students through their research, and documentation.  The writing portion of the course will include narrative, literary, expository, and informational writing as well as an introduction to analysis.  

COURSE MATERIALS
All students must provide the following and bring to class everyday: (if you are not able to acquire some of the materials listed please see me privately)
· Three-ring binder


· Loose-leaf paper kept within the binder at all times
· Tabbed dividers (at least 6)
· Black or blue pens
Textbooks - Must be covered with paper bag or book cover and brought to class everyday unless instructed otherwise.  Grammar books will not be leaving the classroom.
CLASSWORK/HOMEWORK
All written assignments must be written on loose-leaf college-ruled paper.  Students should use pencil or black ink only. Please follow the Suffolk Public Schools Standards for Written Assignments. Papers must be headed as shown below:
Name:  First and last

Date:  Month, Date, & Year
Block #

     Assignment Title and Page Number
COURSE DETAILS
My Teaching and Learning Expectations:

My basic expectations are for you to learn to listen well, to communicate successfully and to value your own and others’ voices. 
Grades in this class are earned, not given.  Passing my class is a choice you will actively make each day as you enter the room.
Homework Policy:
Get it done!  Homework is a way for you to practice and better understand the course work. 
· It counts for 10% of your total grade. 
· Homework is to be deposited in your class folder upon arrival to class and I will check it for completion and correctness.  Attempting to do the work is better than not trying at all.
Absentee Make-up work:  
I have an “ask 3 before me” policy.  Ask three classmates before you ask me about the missed homework.  If they can not answer your questions, see me!

Excused absent students have 5 days to make-up the assignments and tests they missed from the day they return to school.
See me if you need help making up any of the work!

· It is your responsibility to see me for make-up work and to schedule a time when you can take a test you missed 
· Any work that is not made up or discussed with me after 5 days will result in a zero

Late assignments:

· I will deduct 10 percentage points from your grade for each day that an assignment is late.  I will allow an assignment to be 3 days late on the 4th day you will automatically receive a zero. 
*See me privately if you need to talk about why an assignment is late.
DETERMINING THE GRADE
Because I believe in opportunities, I will give you numerous assignments, quizzes, and tests that will assure your success in this course as long as you continue to complete them.

        Tests/Major projects 
        40% 

Quizzes/Short term projects
30%

Daily grades


20%

Homework


 10%

CLASSROOM MANAGEMENT
5 Class Rules:
1. Listen to what others are saying.  
2. Follow daily procedures.  
3. Begin class promptly.
4. Respect yourself, your teacher, and your peers.  
5. No sleeping (you will be asked to stand).
6. No personal grooming during class time.
Lavatory/ Hall pass:

Hall passes are a privilege and will not be granted during instructional time.  If it is an emergency see me privately during independent work.  Each student will be given a bathroom pass with 4 excusals per semester.  
Food/Beverage:

In this class, you will not be permitted to consume food, or bring any type of beverage into this classroom.  I will, however, allow you to bring bottled water into class. If rules are adhered to I will permit snacks on movie-activity days.
Tardy:

When the bell rings, the door closes.  Anyone entering the classroom after the bell, without a valid note or excuse for their lateness, will receive a tardy. I expect you in your seat working on “Prime Time” work when the bell rings
My Message to You:

I am here to make sure that you succeed in this course and reach your full potential.  I am not out to get you or make your life miserable!  Do not sweat this course, just work hard, remain focused, determined, and conscientious and you will emerge from this experience with a new perspective on English and more importantly, knowledge that will last you a lifetime.
Let’s Have a Great Year!


Dear Parents/Guardians:

     My name is Allison Knappenberger and I will be teaching your child English this year.  I am greatly looking forward to working with you and your child during this exciting and challenging school year.  In order to make this year an enormous success, I am asking for your assistance in our classroom.  I believe that teachers, parents, and students must work together to ensure the success of the students.  Therefore, I am asking for any assistance you may be able to provide for our classroom throughout the year.  Below are listed some possible ways you could encourage our students through your involvement.  Please feel free to add your own suggestions to the bottom of this sheet and return it to me.  Thanks again for your support!

                                                          Respectfully,

                                                         Allison Knappenberger, English Teacher

___Willing to provide any of the supplies listed below immediately for class use:

· Boxes of tissues

· Colored construction paper (8 ½ x 11 or larger)

· College-ruled loose-leaf paper

· Colored pencils

· Markers

· Glue sticks

· Hand sanitizer

· Old school-appropriate magazines (please cut out or black out address)

· Note cards (3 x 5)

· Ream of white computer paper

· Other _______________________
Please sign below and place this syllabus in the front of your notebook.  

I have read and understand the rules, guidelines, and procedures in Ms.  Knappenberger’s class.

Student’s Name (Printed) _______________________________________

Student’s Signature _______________________________________

Parent’s Signature ________________________________________
First 9 Weeks Schedule at a Glance (subject to change if necessary)
	Unit/Week
	Dates
	Readings
	Projects/Assignments
	Homework
	Quizzes
	Tests

	Unit 1
	September 6-9
	Syllabus 
	10 Vocabulary Unit 1 words assigned 6/7

	Get syllabus signed-due next class.
	
	

	Unit 2
	September12-16
	Begin Short Story unit
      -notes

“Thank you Ma’m”, 
“Interlopers” and
“Scarlet Ibis” reading
	10 Vocabulary Unit 2 words assigned 12/13

10 Vocabulary Unit 3 words assigned 16/19
	Finish reading not finished in class:
	Unit 1 Vocab quiz 12-13
Unit 2 Vocab quiz 16-19
	

	Unit 3
	September 19-23
	Short Story Unit:
“Cask of Amontillado”

Nonfiction notes and reading
	5 Vocabulary Unit 4 words assigned 22/23
	
	Unit 3 Vocab quiz 22/23
	

	Unit 4
	September 26-30
	Short story review for test 26/27
Check and review SS test 30/3

Begin Grammar Unit
	5 Vocabulary Unit 5 words assigned 28/29
	Grammar Intro. Homework due 4/5
	Unit 4 Vocab quiz 28/29
	Short Story reading and lit terms test 28/29

	Unit 5
	October 3-7
	Check grammar Intro HW
Review Vocab units 1-5 for test

Nouns and Pronouns 4/5

Adjectives and verbs 6/7
	
	Noun and Pronoun HW due 6/7
Adjective and verb HW due 10/11
	Unit 5 Vocab quiz 4/5
	Vocab Units 1-5 Test 6/7

	Unit 6
	October 10-14
	Adj and Verbs HW check 10/11
Adv and preps. 10/11
Conj Interj12/13
	Review 14/17 for Parts of Speech test 
	Adv and Prep HW due 12/13
Conj Interj HW due 14/17
	
	

	Unit 7
	October 17-21
	Personal Narrative activity(brain-storm) and notes 18/19

	Students will receive 1st 9 weeks study guide and should take class folder with all notes, hw, and worksheets home to study for exam and placed into binder
	Personal narrative rough draft due 20/21 to be returned 24/25
	
	Parts of Speech Test 18/19

	Unit 8
	October 24-28
	Revise and edit Personal Narrative 24/25
1st 9 Weeks exam review 26/27
	
	
	Final copy of Personal narrative (quiz grade) due with all parts on 26/27
	9 Weeks exam writing portion in-class 28/31

	Unit 9
	October 31-Nov. 4
	
	Class folder empty due back in crate by Nov 4 to receive 5pt bonus on exam.
	
	Binder check due on day of exam with all papers from folder organized into sections of binder.
	1st 9 Weeks exam multiple choice 1-4 if necessary











