Name ______________________________
9th Grade English SAT Words Lists 1-5
Vocabulary List 1  Quiz Date ______________
This is the first group of vocabulary words to study. Create study cards for them and be prepared for a quiz on them. 
___ 1. abstract (n) a statement summarizing the important points of a given text 
(adj) theoretical; not applied or practical. Considered in theory, rather than with reference to a particular instance or example. 
___ 2. belittle (v) to represent or speak of as small or unimportant; to depreciate or disparage; to cause to seem less or little 
___ 3. censure (n) an expression of blame or disapproval (v) to express severe criticism or disapproval 
___ 4. deference (n) submission or courteous yielding to the opinion, wishes, or judgment of another (v) to comply with or submit to the opinion or decision of another 
___ 5. eccentric (adj) departing or deviating from the established norm, model, or rule; an odd or erratic person or thing 
___ 6. facilitate (v) to free from difficulties or obstacles; to make easier; to aid or assist 
___ 7. guile (n) insidious, treacherous cunning; craftiness; slyness; trickery 
___ 8. heed (v) to pay attention to; to listen to and consider 
___ 9. inadvertent (adj) accidental; unintentional; done by mistake or through lack of care and attention 
___ 10. mar (v) to damage or deface; to spoil the quality of; to injure 
marred (adj) damaged, defaced, spoiled, injured 
___ 11. parsimony (n) unusual or excessive frugality; extreme economy; stinginess 
___ 12. recalcitrant (adj) stubbornly resistant to authority, domination, or guidance; unruly 
___ 13. sage (n) a person, usually elderly, who is venerated for wisdom, experience, and 
judgment (adj) having, proceeding from, or showing wisdom and calm judgment; judicious; wise 
sagacious (adj) possessing or showing sound judgment and keen perception; wise 
___ 14. tangible (adj) discernible to the touch; capable of being touched 
visible and appraisable; corporeal capable of being exactly comprehended that which can be treated as a fact; real; concrete 
___ 15. verbose (adj) using or containing an excessive number of words; wordy; talkative 

Vocabulary List 2  Quiz Date _______________
___ 1. advocate (v) to speak in favor of; recommend; support (n) a person who argues for a cause; a supporter or defender 
___ 2. comply (v) to act in accordance with a command, request, rule, wish, or the like. 
Used with with 
___ 3. deride (v) to speak of or treat with contemptuous mirth; to scoff at 
derision (n) scoffing; ridicule; an object of ridicule; a laughingstock derisive (adj) mocking, scoffing 
___ 4. divert (v) to turn aside from a course or direction; to deflect; to distract; to amuse or entertain 
___ 5. euphony (n) agreeable sound, especially in the phonetic quality of words euphonious (adj) agreeable to the ear 
___ 6. infamy (n) evil fame or reputation infamous (adj) notorious; having a bad reputation; detestable; loathsome 
___ 7. philanthropy (n) the effort or inclination to increase the well-being of humankind, as by 
charitable aid or donations; love of mankind in general; actions or institutions designed to promote human welfare 
___ 8. prodigious (adj) impressively great in size, force, or extent; enormous 
___ 9. relegate (v) to send or consign, especially to an obscure place, position, or condition; to assign to a particular class or category 
___ 10. solicit (v) to seek to obtain by persuasion, entreaty, or formal application; to petition (a person) persistently; entreat; importune 
___ 11. tentative (adj) of an experimental nature; provisional; uncertain 
___ 12. zealous (adj) eager; filled with or motivated by zeal; ardent; enthusiastic (with the 
implication that the emotions are unbridled, verging on the fanatic) 

Vocabulary List 3  Quiz Date _________________
___ 1. ambiguous (adj) susceptible to multiple interpretations; doubtful or uncertain 
___ 2. animated (adj) lively; filled with life, activity, and vigor animation (n) the condition or quality of being lively, spirited, full of life 
___ 3. atrophy (n, v) the wasting away or emaciating of tissues, organs, or the entire body; any 
wasting away or diminution, such as moral atrophy 
___ 4. benign (adj) of a kind disposition; showing gentleness an d mildness; promoting well- 
being; beneficial; not cancerous 
___ 5. diffidence (n) the quality or state of lacking self-confidence; the quality of being timid 
or shy 
___ 6. enigma (n) an obscure riddle; one that is puzzling, ambiguous, or inexplicable 
___ 7. fervor (n) intensity of emotion; fervency; ardor 
___ 8. indifferent (adj) characterized by a lack of bias or partiality; not mattering one way or 
another; of no great importance; having no marked feeling one way or another 
___ 9. nullify (v) to deprive of legal force; to annul; to make void; to make ineffective or useless 
___ 10. prosaic (adj) like prose; not poetry; matter-of-fact, straightforward; lacking in imagination and spirit; dull and ordinary 
___ 11. repress (v) to hold back; restrain; to force into the subconscious mind (as in memories, ideas, or fears, for example) 
___ 12. supercilious (adj) characterized by haughty scorn; disdainful; proud 

Vocabulary List 4  Quiz Date____________________
___ 1. amiable (adj) pleasantly disposed; good-natured; agreeable; cordial; friendly, sociable 
___ 2. authentic (adj) worthy of trust, reliance, or belief; having an undisputed origin; genuine 
___ 3. brawn (n) solid and well-developed muscles; muscular strength and power 
___ 4. contrite (adj) humbled by guilt and repentant for one’s sins; penitent 
___ 5. discord (n) lack of agreement among persons, groups, or things; dissention 
___ 6. expedient (adj) appropriate to the purpose at hand; serving to promote one’s interest; 
politic though perhaps unprincipled (n) a means to an end; a contrivance adopted to meet an urgent need 
___ 7. frivolous (adj) unworthy of serious attention; insignificant; trivial; marked by flippancy; silly 
___ 8. innumerable (adj) too many to be counted or numbered; infinite 
___ 9. negligent (adj) habitually guily of neglect; lacking in due care or concern; extremely careless 
negligence (n) failure to act with care and concern; any negligent act or failure to act 
___ 10. resignation (n) unresisting acceptance; passive submission 
___ 11. uniform (adj) always the same; unchanging; unvarying; consistent; regular; being the same as another or others; identical 
___ 12. voluminous (adj) having great volume, fullness, size, or number; filling or capable of filling volumes; prolific in speech or writing 

Vocabulary List 5 Quiz Date  ____________________
___ 1. appease (v) to placate, soothe, bring peace to, or pacify; to give in to or make concessions to in order to gain peace 
___ 2. ascetic (n) a person who gives up the comforts of society and leads a life of austere 
self-discipline, especially as an act of religious devotion (adj) self-denying; austere 
___ 3. condone (v) to forgive, overlook, or disregard (an offense) without protest or censure 
___ 4. disparity (n) the condition or fact of being unequal in age, rank, or degree; difference; 
unlikeness, incongruity, dissimilarity 
___ 5. elusive (adj) tending to elude grasp, perception, or mental retention elude (v) to avoid or escape from, as by cunning, daring or artifice; to evade 
___ 6. hypothetical (adj) based on a hypothesis; conjectural; uncertain; based on a supposition 
___ 7. ironic (adj) characterized by irony, by the unexpected 
___ 8. lax (adj) showing little concern; remiss; negligent; not strict; unenforced; not taut or firm 
___ 9. preclude (v) to make impossible or impractical by previous action; to prevent 
___ 10. retract (v) to take back or disavow (a statement, accusation, offer, or verbal contract) 
___ 11. servile (adj) slavish in character or attitude; obsequious; submissive 
___ 12. static (adj) having no motion; at rest; quiescent
